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We learn early on in our Masonic career that Freema-

sonry is a òbeautiful system of morality, veiled in alle-

gory and illustrated by symbolsó. To me, some of 

these baffling symbols are so intriguing. Their mysti-
fying nature piques my interest and entices me to look 

deeper into their hidden meaning. One of these sym-

bols is the Point within a Circle. Every time I look at 
the Tracing Board of the first degree in our lodge 

room, I see this circular symbol affixed on the side of 

the altar with the VSL placed on top of it almost in 

the middle of the board. Being an engineer by educa-
tion, I look at this geometrical shape and wonder 

what it really represents. Why is it there and why are 

there two tangents and parallel lines on both sides of 
the circle?  

Interestingly, not all Masonic scholars agree on its 

interpretation and intended use. This is not unusual. 

The publication Short Talk Bulletin (Vol 3, No.3, 
March 1925) of the Masonic Service Association of 

North America, made it clear that òancient symbols 

and allegories always had more than one interpreta-
tion. They always had a double meaning, and some-

times more than two, one serving as the envelope to 

the otheró1.  

The Point Within a Circle symbol is of great interest 
and importance and brings us into close contact with 

ancient civilizations. Many researchers have written 

about the origins of this symbol and its usage over 
time in different places around the world. However, 

my aim is to limit my search to its intended use by 

our ritualists and examine it from a pure Masonic per-

spective.   
I remember my first reaction to this symbol which 

was to think of it as the Singularity               Page 2  

From the editor  
  Welcome to the October edition of 
the AF.  Although we are still under 

the cloud of COVID-19, with some 

clear direction there are many breth-

ren who have met in Lodge to com-
plete some of their outstanding work. Be it 

business or degrees with a lower attendance in 

accordance with provincial restrictions, this 
reasoned approach is how we will emerge from 

this pandemic as strong as ever. We should not 

forget the innovation of the Zoom meeting 

which has allowed some of our brothers, who 
have not been able to attend lodge in many 

years, to find fellowship with their brethren. 

This type of meeting from time to time keeps 
brethren, far and near, together while apart. 

My mother chapter in the UK have had two of 

these, I have attended both & really enjoyed 

the opportunity to meet the companions for 
whom I am just a name on the membership list. 

  October is Higher Education Bursary Fund 

month so please, as a lodge and a brother,   re-
member that your support is needed and will be 

thankfully received and faithfully    applied. 

   Please note that I am still looking for submis-

sions from Alberta masons. It is difficult to ful-
fill your request for more local content if no 

one sends me anything. 

  We will begin a new section with a District 
Focus where I would like to have 500 words 

with photos from your DDGM on what is hap-

pening within the district. I donõt expect all 14 

DDGMs to send something every month,  P5 
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described by Stephen Hawking in his bestselling book, 

Brief History of Time2. The universal origin story 
known as the Big Bang postulates that our universe 

emerged from a Singularity ñ a starting point of infi-

nite density and gravity. Could it be that our ritualists 

thought about the origin of the universe to have start-
ed from an infinitesimal point represented by this 

symbol?  
   

The Ritual Explanation of the Symbol  
 

I progressed through the three degrees in lodges that 
adopted the Canadian ritual which is a revised work 

based on the Emulation ritual of the United Grand 

Lodge of England. The Canadian ritual does not shed 

much light on the object in question. Even though the 
symbol is placed predominantly on the Tracing Board 

of the 1st degree, it is only at some point during the 

opening questions in a later degree, that we learn 
about its significance. The Wardens answer the Mas-

ter that they are looking in the centre for what was 

lost. The centre is that point within a circle from 

which every part of the circumference is equally dis-
tant. We also learn that it is a point from which a 

Master Mason cannot err. That is all! To me, for the 

centre of a circle to be equidistant to the circumfer-
ence is something I learned back in elementary 

school. However, being a place where a mason cannot 

err was ambiguous and a bit mysterious.  

I visited many lodges in North America some of 
which followed the Ancient Ritual or what is known 

in other jurisdictions in Canada as the òAncient 

Yorkó ritual. In this, we learn in the First Degree lec-
ture that the point represents the individual Mason; 

the circle, the boundary line of his conduct toward 

God and man beyond which he is never to allow his 

passions, prejudices, or interests to betray him. The 
ritual continues to inform us that òthe circle is embod-

ied by two perpendicular parallel linesé; and upon 

the top rest the Holy Scriptures. In going round this 
circle, we necessarily touch upon these two lines, as 

well upon the Holy Scriptures, and while a Mason 

keeps himself circumscribed within their precepts it is 

impossible that he should materially erró (Duncan, p 

53)3. So, it is very clear that, according to the ritual, 

the point represents the individual Man or Mason. 
Taking just the circle, it is a reminder that we are all 

circumscribed with a circle in our lives. It can be said 

that the circle represents the limit of our actions, 

which extend to reach a dividing line between our in-
ternal passions and our duty to God and fellow men. 

This is a good starting point. Yet, this explanation 

gives a simple description in what appears to be an 
outer layer or a simple and exoteric explanation of the 

symbol. Interestingly, many Masonic scholars traced 

the origin of the Point Within a Circle symbol and 

concluded a very distinct representation to its mean-
ing. Two prominent scholars have actually expressed 

their disappointment with the explanation provided in 

the ritual because they consider it a break away from 
its ancient meaning. Albert MacKey in The Symbol-

ism of Freemasonry for example, described the expla-

nation given in the ritual to be trivial and inadequate 

to say the least. In his own words he referred to that 
explanation as òtrite and meagreó and should only be 

taken in face value (Mackey, 1882 p42)4. Whereas Al-

bert Pike in Morals and Dogma dismissed the ritual 
explanation all together. Both scholars traced back the 

origin of the symbol to early Egyptians where the 

point denoted the sun, the universal light and eventu-

ally the symbol of the unmanifested Deity. Pike went 
even further to proclaim that the Point Within a Cir-

cle represents God and the circle the universe (Pike, 

1871 P13)5.  
Now looking at how the ritual explains the symbol 

and examining how the later masonic scholars have 

interpreted it, we see ourselves facing what is appar-

ently two distinct meanings or representations of the 
mysterious point within the circle. So, does the point 

represent Man or God?  
 

The Two Perpendicular Parallel Lines 
 

The same disagreement between the ritual and Ma-
sonic scholars is obvious also with the explanation of 

the two perpendicular lines. The Ancient Ritual, men-

tioned earlier, continues to inform us that the circle is 

embordered by two perpendicular parallel page 7 
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òWorking on my rough ashlaró is a phrase used by 

Freemasons to mean they are trying to apply the les-

sons of the fraternity to improve themselves in some 

way, perhaps morally or spiritually or, hopefully, and 
most importantly, behaviorally. Freemasons using this 

phrase are indicating that they are trying to change 

something about themselves, trying to change how 
they behave. You have probably heard this or even 

used said it yourself. But what does it really mean? Do 

we ever really change ourselves, especially our behav-

ior, or do we just pat ourselves on the back for the 
ògoodó menñthe perfect ashlars-- we already are? 

  Letõs look at the ritual. The rough ashlar in the first 

degree is that òstone taken from the quarry in its rude 
and natural stateó to remind us of our own rude and 

natural state. The rough ashlar is òmade readyó or per-

fected to be of use to the builder in constructing his 

temple. How does this happen? For operative masons, 
the rough ashlar is perfected by subtraction. The com-

mon gavel is used to break off the rough and superflu-

ous or unnecessary parts leaving only the beautiful 
and useful behind. The symbolism is clear, but do we 

see ourselves in it? Do we see that we are the rude and 

imperfect rough ashlar that needs to be perfected to 

fortify and support the building of our own temples? 
Do we see the rough and superfluous parts that we 

need to break off and get rid of? Do we see that we 

have behavior that needs to change? I think an honest 
look in the mirror will tell us that we donõt. 

  When you look in the mirror, do you see a man who 

is full of pride or a Mason who has humility? Do you 

see a man who clings to and defends his every opinion 
or a Mason who keeps an open mind? Do you see a 

man who regularly provokes others to anger or despair 

or a  Mason who is more circumspect? Do you see a 
man who would fight every fight no matter how petty 

or a Mason who walks away? Do you see a man who  

 

 
sees things only from his own point of 

view or a Mason who seeks to understand 

and   easily empathizes with another? Do 

you see a man who demonizes those with 
whom he disagrees or a Mason who    

recognizes that the Divine which lives 

within him lives within them as well? 
  So look in the mirror. Do you see the 

Mason you want to be or the man you 

donõt? Better yet, look at your Facebook, 

Twitter, and social mediañyour post and 
your commentsñdo you see there the 

man that you want people to think of 

when they think of Freemasonry? If not, 
get to work with your gavel. Breakoff and subtract 

those superfluous parts-- your passions and prejudices. 

Change your behavior and change your heart. Get rid 

of the rubbish that you need to remove so that the man 
that you are can become the Mason you want to be. 
 

  My Brother, now more than ever, your country needs 

you to do this. Your fraternity and your lodge need 
you to do this. Most importantly, YOU need you to 

do this. If you think that you donõt, 

 

 what are you doing here? 
 

Brian L. Pettice 33o 

Midnight Freemason Emeritus Contributor 
 
Edõ This article was first posted by the Midnight Freemasons 
on September 9th, 2020 and is published here with the kind 

permission of the Midnight Freemasons. I hope to see more 

from Bro Pettice in future editions  
 

Did we make them better? 

By Bro William Aemisegger 

  Did we really make our new Brother better? Have we 

prepared them for the new knowledge and growth 

which our great fraternity has to offer? We say we 
make good men better, but did we do that in the best 

interest of the new Brother or for a dues card? I firmly 

believe our early brethren did not join for business 
meetings and halfhearted Masonic Education. Once 

we open the eyes of our Brothers, we fall short on 

showing them how to use and apply the knowledge of 

the lessons and working tools of the Craft. They are 
either exposed to the officer line and administrative 

committees, or they are bombarded by the allure of the 

appendant bodies. From my experience,       page 5 

Around the world  
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The month of October has tradition-

ally been Masonic Higher Educa-

tion Bursary month in our grand 

jurisdiction.  This year our program 

is facing very unique challenges and donations to 

date are significantly below previous years for this 

time in our fiscal year.    

To improve awareness of our Bursary Program we 

would like to remind every lodge of the requirement 

to appoint a Masonic Bursary representative.  Part 

II.3.C.1.a.4 states that it is the duty of the Worshipful 

Master to appoint a Masonic Higher Education    

Bursary Representative. In like manner; Part II2.C.1 

states that it is the duty of the District Deputy Grand 

Master to appoint a District Masonic Higher Educa-

tion Bursary Representative.  

Please advise your appointed bursary representatives 

that all current bursary information is available on 

the bursary website;  www.mhebf.com. 

Brethren your donations in 2019 helped a young lady 

start a new life.  A life that she would have been     

denied because her parents did not support her pur-

suit of higher education. She was awarded a bursary, 

a safe place to stay and is now enrolled in her first 

year of studies.       

The Freemasons of Alberta have proudly provided 

financial assistance to an average of 53 Alberta       

students every year since the Masonic Higher Educa-

tion Bursary Program began in 1957. This year the 

need will be high, please consider donating this year 

more than ever.    

Do the good Act not for yourself but for the cause 

of Good!  

Thank you brethren. Stay safe!  

 
V.W. Bro. Don Stannard  

Chairperson 

MHEBF, Committee 
 

aŀǎƻƴƛŎ IƛƎƘŜǊ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ .ǳǊǎŀǊȅ 

P1 however, it will allow the province as a 
whole to show how lodges are charting their 

course and will give some new ideas as we 

move forward. 

 Brethren we have brothers who are guarding 
the west gate. From time immemorial the 

craft has been the focus of attacks from out-

side, in every age our integrity and drive has 
been called into question. Today we find 

technology used and over the summer       

various brethren have found themselves the 

focus of this. I wish to thank those brethren 
who are ever checking, informing and root-

ing out these individuals, reporting the posts  

and ensuring that the various providers are 
informed so they can take appropriate       

action. Again thank you brethren.   

  So again I would ask if your lodge is meet-

ing, hold your hand out to a lodge that isn't 
at this time. Perhaps they need help with 

planning & logistics, or someone to sit in a 

chair or maybe would just appreciate some 
encouragement and guidance.  

  Remember when you are meeting to adhere 

to the correct social distancing and wear a 

mask, and clean gloves where appropriate. 
Keep well and stay safe brethren, 

 

Steve 
Editor AF  

   

http://www.mhebf.com
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sitting after Lodge with Brothers more senior in expe-

rience than I has taught me more than any business 
meeting. I learned about life, business, etiquette, and 

much more. 

  There is a significant deficit in teaching the great les-

sons and applications of the ceremonies through 
which they just passed through. How can we make 

good men better if we don't give them a foundation to 

expand their mind and thirst to be better? Sure, the   
appendant bodies offer an enlarged view of the       

Masonic Education, and that is great. I sometimes get 

the chance to ask Brethren more senior than me about 

how they manage to have time for all the events they 
attend. Their answers make it clear that they are not 

effectively using the 24-inch gauge. I usually inquire 

why they don't use this tool, and the response is often 
"I never thought about the gauge like that." 

  Simply put, I find they know the words but have for-

gotten to stop and contemplate the meaning and appli-

cation. This fails to build the foundation for any       
further progress in becoming better. We are making 

the road harder to travel and setting ourselves up for 

failure. 
  Here is my simple view. Our more ancient Brethren 

are heralded as some of the greatest thinkers of their 

time. Why? It's because they studied the    lessons in 

the degrees and applied them to their worldly pursuits. 
They understood the meaning of the working tools 

and how to apply them to daily use. They contemplat-

ed the charges and the allegory within the degrees. We 
would do well to educate our new and established 

Brothers on how to use the working tools--how to    

contemplate the lessons in the degrees to better them-

selves. If effectively done, it prepares them for the    
exploration of other appendant bodies, be they Mason-

ic or otherwise. 

  Teach the speculative uses of our working tools to 
manage our lives better--help them reflect on the moral 

lessons within the lectures. Engage the Brothers in   

discussion regarding our teachings. We opened their 

eyes; now, let's teach them to use those "secrets." It 
seems we focus on getting them to the degree of Mas-

ter Mason but not on making sure they are duly and 

truly prepared to work as a Master Mason. We are set-
ting ourselves up for failure by not building the foun-

dation of the Education we gave in the degrees. 

  Our lectures and tools are not one-time-only use. 

Have we failed the appendant bodies by not     
indeed preparing the Brother for what lay ahead? 

Or did we blindly give tools and knowledge and 

expect them to figure it out themselves? 
  The solution to this is far simpler than one may 

think with a huge impact. This impact will be felt 

locally at first but will spread like wildfire when we 

awaken the true Mason within. The Search for more 
light will show you the way. 

  For the individual Brother looking for your own edu-

cation ask questions. Go back to basics get in the habit 

of asking why. The question why is a great place to 
start. Why is that working tool important? Why is that 

verse quoted in the degree? Brother Steve Harrison has 

a great article on this subject. You are the master of 
your own education. 

  To the Brothers bringing a candidate from darkness 

to light. This is a serious responsibility. You are       

responsible to communicate our greatest knowledge in 
the best way you can. Be mindful of what and why 

you are doing this. You are their first impression of the 

Fraternity, make it a great experience. Furthermore, 
any Brother interacting the new Brother is responsible 

for mentoring and leading him in the Fraternity. 

  To the Lodge Officers simply be mindful of your 

Brothers. Engaging the Brothers in active conversation 
is the best way to nurture education. Engage them on 

the masonic education presented. Host a Q&A after 

the presentation or after the meeting. Really take the 
time to know the Brothers that are members. Take the 

time to make sure they understand what is going on 

with legislation, education opportunities, committees, 

or other local activities. Remember you are the Officer 
for the Lodge you have a responsibility for the care 

and stewardship of the Brothers within. 

 
Bro. William Aemisegger 

 

Brother Aemisegger was raised in September of 2013 

and is a member of both Hernando-Bushnel No. 30 in 
Florida and Utica-Macomb No. 64 in Davis Michi-

gan. He works at giving back to the fraternity all that 

it's given him. 
 
Edõ it is always really good to get an opinion from all sides in 
regard to the significance of Freemasonry on the new initiate. 

Take heed brethren, taking to heart the   information above 

will make a big difference to your   candidates and young 
Master Masons. This was first published in the Sunday Ma-

sonic Papers No 985 on August 30th, 2020 and is shared in 
the AF with their permission.  
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This is a charity fundraiser planned for February 2020, tickets are on sale at  

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/feeling -good-an-evening-with-tom-jackson-tickets-114934377818?aff=ebdssbeac  

use this link to book your tickets now. 

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/feeling-good-an-evening-with-tom-jackson-tickets-114934377818?aff=ebdssbeac



